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200 WAR WORKERS AT GIESBORO PLANT GO ON S
GERMAN SPY SMUGGLED INTO U. S. FROM U-53 ARRESTED;
'WORLD AWAITS GERMANY’S PEACE TERMS IN REICHSTAG

PEACE PARLEY HALTED
FOR REICHSTAG SPEECH

Troublesome Negotiations Su-spende'd
Awaiting Von Hertling’s Reply to
President Wilson’s Peace Terms.

KAISER IN THE CONFERENCES

Heart of Russia Is Cheered by Encouraging
Tone of America’s Message—Francis

Warns of

Germany.

BARRACKS FIRE
BELIEVED SET
" BY CIGARETTE

Private, Held, Had Stump
in His Pocket When
Arrested.

Sparks from a clgarette in the hand
| of Private Vicenzo Ferro, 30 years old,
| are thought by local police investiga-
tors to have caused the $150,000 fire
|whs¢h destroyed food, provisions and
! elothing in a warehouse of the quar-
| termaster’s department of the Wash-
| ington Barracks yesterday afternoon.
Ferro is under arrest. g

Circumstantial evidence, according
to local police who went over the
ground before the military intelligence
| bureau took the rein for an investiga-

Amsterdam, Jan. 14.—Upon Chancellor von Hertling's speech iu?ﬂ:‘,‘,};ni‘fc',';".,,‘?hf;ﬂ';.,‘:mﬁ‘“&ﬁﬁ
the Reichstag tomorrow depends the fate of the Russo-Teuton peace
negotiations. The conference at Brest-Litovsk again came within a hair’s
breath of breaking up in a row during the last forty-eight hours, and
even tonight most of the correspondents in Russia foreshadow an early

hasco as imevitable.

The Teuton militarists, for whom, as is now established, Kuehlmann
and Czemnin serve as mere megaphones, would not budge; nor would

Trotzky; nor would the Ukrainian

Many Conferemcen.

Sut in the eleventh hour, it is repor-
W the wires that connect Brest-
.fovsk direct with Wilhelmstraase,
zan to buzz with mysterious hints
t what Count von Hertling may tell
- Reichstag maln commitiee tomor-
"
This was a welcome straw to the
niral powers' delegates; they were
ompt to take thelr cue. Immediate-
dispatches regarding the Brest-
Jtovsk parieys took on a calmer tone.
A\t last accounts the Russian dele-
tes were returning to Petrograd, but
e negotiationa it was said are to
resumed shortly at Wamaw.
Hugoe Haase, leader of the Indepen-
it Socinl Democrats, has made a
wat attack im the Reichstag on
repression of all opposition ex-
d by the Kaleér's government.
sven In Austris, where the cabinet
three vears after the beginning
e present war ruled in a truly
entle fashion with assembling the
charath, and where even in time
peace a censorship of the presk
eatablished, the people are allowed
re Ireedom than in Prussianized
rmany, Haase said,
Al Vienna,” he continued, “mons-
mnass meetings wera held to.in-
the Russian armis/ and peacs
These meelings were followed
¥ eat demonstrations |n
reets.
‘The Vienna Arbeiter Zei

ire, filllng pages. But in Germany
is forbidden even to mention these
wnts, Within the last daya the cen-
soir® went so far a« o cnjoin the
presse not to discuss the question
whether the offer of an armistice is
1o be regarded a political or military
uffair. Ewven purely theorelical, aca-
demic discussions of this kind are pre-
vented,

In Berlin, momentous politico-mili-
tary conferences lasted far intg the
night. The Kaiser, Hindenburg, Lu-
dendorff, the crown prince, the chan-
cellor and representatives of the vari-
ous German states wera reported to
be dellberating.

« Throughout Europe
prevails that Hertling’s speech will be
an answer to President Wilson and
Lloyd George.

There s & distinct feeling in diplo-
matic quarters that deflance will be
its keynote, for the militarista are re-
ported more firmly in the saddle than
¢ver before—so firmly that some’ ex-
pect the chancellor to make an out-
and-out annexationist speech, or at
leaist & threat that unlesa her terms
ape accepted mow by all. the central
powers will be “compelled” to claim
spoils in the West as well as in the
East

In Petrograd and' Russia at large
the name of President Wilson is once
more on all lips. True there is still
criticiam, opposition and invective, but
the heart of Russia as a whole is
cheered by the American Executive's
speech, which is only aow beginning
'o be understood in its full portent

New Year Mesaage,

It was in this frame of mind, no
longer fanstically vindictive, but con-
ciliatorily open, that the Russian
people today digested a New Year
message from United States Am-
bassador Francis, which said In part:

““The Russian people canmot be too
often reminded and too deeply Im-

pressed by the fact that their hard- |

earned freedom Is jeopardized by
negotiations for a separate peace, nor
that if Germany dJdominates Russia
their liberty and the fruits of revolu-
tion will be sacrificed.”

Meanwhile at Brest-Litovsk the
Wilson speech, transmitted in full
over the wire from Petrograd at
Premier Lenine’'s order proved a
strong factor in stiffening the back-
vone of the Russian delegation,

FRENCH PREMIER TO

CUT OUT RED TAPE|

Future Dealings with American
Forces Will Be Hastened.

With the American Army In France,
Jan. M4.—Premier Clemenceau's effort
Lo cut out the red tape that has been
in vogue in the French army, espe-
tchuyml; mm to the American

appreciably felt here.

For instance, when the American

the publle |

tugg was |
lowed to print reports on these af- |

the ﬁxr\-.-f:t:ntinn|

'HUN JUNKERS
SET [RON PAW
" OVER EMPIRE

'Revivification of Annexa-
' tionist Policy Now Fore-
casted as Certainty.

Special Cahble to The Washington
| Herald and New York Tribune.
] London, Jan, 14.—The Junkers are in
the saddle again and they are riding
'Germany to a military dictatorship.
Von Kuehlmann is to be cast aside.
! Hertling, succumbing to political ill-
ness. is to go. Russia is Lo receive an
nitimatum: Yield or fight, The an-
nexationist poliey is to be revived. The
Reichstag pence resolution is to be
renounced. Peace nego‘iations are to
be guided strictly by Germany's in-
terests from now on.
| Such iz the essence of the news that
comes from Germany toony through
,newspapers and telegraph exchanges.
The militarists have emerged from the
| political crisis more powerful than
| #ver and more Insistent than ever on

| the carrying out of a pan-German pro-
| gram.

Will Reply te Preaident.

Saturday and Sunaay the emperor
met in crown council the military
and political leaders of the empire—
Hindenburg, Ludendorfl, the crown
| prince, Hertling and others. Today
he conferred with them again. The
results of these wvastly important
conferences are expected to be dis-
closed by the chancellor tomorrow
or Wedneaday. He will speak be-
fore the main committes of the
Reichstag on foreign policies, and
before the Prussian Upper House
on home policles., In hiz address to
the Reichstag committee he prob-
ably will reply to President Wil-
son’s and Lloyd Georges' war aims
speeches, says the Zeitung Ammit-
tag. Meanwhile, according to the
Munich Post, a death struggle {s
proceeding between the Reichstag
peace majority and the military an-
nexationist party. We do not yet
know which side the government
will support, and Egyptian dark-
ness enshrouds the nation’'s peace
aims. The Socialists are up in
arms, but their power is waning.

Vorwaerts, their Berlin organ, ad-

mits that the militarists party is
completely in the ascendeney. It
forecasts the retirement of von

Kuehimann and says that the only
question now is no longer whether
& great deal of territory shall ke
annexed, but whether it shall be
annexed in veiled form or openly
Land braszenly.

| four alarms to be sent in and kept en-
gines on the scene until nearly 6
o'clock last night,

“Noe Smoking”™ Vielated.
vecording to the police, Ferro had
asked information about smoking in
the building before the biaze, and
was informed that he could not smoke
within the walls by the sergeant in
charge of his detail. He is said to

have walked away, mumbling.

Howard 8. Beane and Ferro Were
) working on the second floor, storing
s damaged bedding and materials which
Iwere thrown out of the bullding dur-
| ing a amall fire last week., Ferro left
iBeane and went to the south end of
the bullding, where the fire originated,
Iaccnrdin; to the police, and returned
| on the coming of Frederick Wood-
 ward, private of the Quartermaster's
| Corps, detailed as clerk, to supervise
the storing.

The three men met and went down
stalrs ten minutes before the fire was
discovered by a detachment of engl-
neers returning from the drill fleld.

FPolice are of the oplnion that Ferro
went to the south end of the bulld-
Ing to take his coveted smoke, heard
the clerk on the stairs, “choked” the
cigarette, letting the red tip fall
upon a pile of 80 pieces of mesquito
netting, which readily caught up and
started the blaze, The half-burned
clgareétie was found in his pocket,
police sajy. v

So quickiy did the fire gain head-
| way that a non-commissioned of-
ficer, who was drawing supplles for
| hig company at the south end of the
| bullding on the first floor where the
| commissary is located, on his arrival
| 4t the scene of the biaze at the top
of the stairs declared that *it ate
down the corridor twenty-five feet™
before he “could take two steps

|
f
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ARREST OF GERMAN SPY |
FOILS EXPLOSION PLOT

Former Member of U-Boat 53, Wearing
U. S. Army Officer’s Uniform,
Nabbed at Norfolk Station.

APPLYING MATCH TO A FUSE

Capture Reveals Plot

to Cripple American

Naval Stations with Eight Already Under
Arrest—Bernstorff Implicated.

one woman.

Fort Momvoe Marked.

If the attempt had not been frus-
trated today It would have caused a
disastrous explosion wrecking the avi-
ation statlon and desiroying several
hydroplanes and other flying ma-
chines.

It is also believed that Fort Mon-
roe was marked for destruction.

When taken into custody letlers
were found on Spoorman from Boy-
Ed and Von Bernstorff, former Ger-
man Ambageador to the United States,
He also hpd a receipt showing that
he had recelved $90.000 {rom the Bern-
storff slush fund with which to carry
on his spy work in this country as-
sisted by eight confederates.

He served on the German submarine
U-53, which made its appearance off
the Virginia coast in Oclober, 1916, be-
fore United States went Into the war.

Ofticers. from the wundersea coraft
came ashore, but it was not known
that any had remaimed in the cown-
try. The arrest today revealed at least
one spy was left until the erew re-
turned.

It was announced at that time that

Norfolk, Va., Jan. 14.—Clothed in the uniform of an American
army captain, Lieut. Waiter Spoorman, of the German navy, was
arrested today when caught trying to apply a match to a fuse in the|
magazine of the Old Point Comfort Aviation Station.

The arrest is said to have revealed a widespread plot to cripple
American naval stations at Norfolk, Hampton Roads and Portsmouth.
Eight persons are reported arrested by Secret Service men, including

can shores wus simply for the pur-
pose of delivering papeis to Coumt
Von Bernstorfl. Later Uapt Rose, the
commander, and the U-i) was cgptured
by the French. B

Brought to Baltimere.

Spoorman will be hrought to Balti-
more tomorrow by operatives of the
naval intelligence bureau. He was ar-
rested at the point of a pistol on Lang-
ley Field, near Norfolk, where he had
been working for one of the construc-
tion contractors, Papers seized in his
rooms here in Baltimore indleated his
close connection with the activities of
former Ambassador Bernstorfl and
Capt. Boy-Ed.

The Navy Department last night con-

rmed the arrest of Walter Spoorman,
reparted to be a lieutenant of the Ger-
man army, at Langley Field, the avia-

igtelligence department which made
the arvést refused to discuss it or to
tell what Spoorman was doing to
cause his being taken into custody,
The man was turned over to the bwe-
partment of Justice,

FAVOR SINGLE

| el %
| The draft and wind made the ﬂan;el
!a roaring blaze in short order. |
| Secattered about the second floor, !

where the fire orlgnated, were articles
awaiting condemnation hy an officer
of the Inspector General's Depart-
ment. Shoes, old uniforms, and cloth-
ing were plled loosely about,

FPacking Casey In Path,
In the middle of the floor running
i]:mrnllr-t with the walls of the build-
|

ing from north to south was a wall
lof packing cases piled to the ceil-
ing. In these packing cases wers
$18,000 worth of regulation hats and
seven carloads of winter clothing
and uniferms* which had arrived
during the past week. All these
were ruined by fire and wnater.

Outside of the buildings is an ice-
covered mass of hats, leggings, uni-
forms and bedding.

The military Intelligence bureau
ordered an investigation last night
and the situation is entirely in its
hands, The local police are taking
no part in the work, but standing
ready if called for.

The explosions heard by South
Washington shortly after the fire
started were the result of the
flames reaching some small arm
ammunition stored at the south end
of the building. This was the first
spot to which the firemen directed
their attention checking the fire
here and cutting it off before any
further damage could be doue.

Explain Arrest of Two,

It was stated that the two men
arrested, who were reported to have
been conmected with the fire, were
two delinquents being turned over
to military authorities for failing
to answer questionnalres within the
prescribed limit.

Police, officers and all In author-
ity are unanimous in their opinion
that the fire was not started by any
German sympathizer. Ferro is an
Italian. Lieut. Col. Earl, post com-
mander, sald last night that Ferro
!would probably be charged with
| disobedience of orders.

Austrians Cra

ve Peace

As Relief from Hunger

Outlook Gloomy for Famine Before Next Har-
vest, with Food Rioting Common and
Discontent of Returned Wounded.

Paris. Jan. 1.—Despite the victories
in Italy, the demand for peace Erows
| constantly in _ Austro-Hungary, 2Ays
, the Journal Des Debats, of Paris.
' which has received reliable news from
| Vienna. This is due to the food gjt-
| vation in the dual monarchy, where,
according to Gen. Hoefer, the food
director, reserve stocks will vanish a
month before the next harvest

The grain crop in 1917 was good In
quality, but far below the normal
quantity, owing to the lack of ferti-
Hzers and insufficlency of labor. Rus-
sian prisoners have been doing most
of the farm work in Austria, and ex-
fhohmcm‘:f Jrhnuﬂ with Russia in

& peace bei arranged
is not looked upon as ﬁ unmixed

blesaing.
of the returned prisoners
would be sent sgmin to the front

a= e I il T =

|

Berious food rioting has occurred
in Bohemia, where in some districts
stores and warehouses have been
sacked, while the railroads have been
destroyed, so that troops could not
be sent to quell the rioters,

Both Prague and Vienna flour
has been from 34 to $7.50 a kilo and
coffee $20 a kilo. In Prague parties
are organized to hunt for potatoes as
they were organized in pre-war days
for game shooting,

These conditions have compelled the
government to follow fhe German
plan of feeding the army well at the
expense of the civil population. Thus,
| soldiers go to the front singing, for
:2:3- know they will have enough to

| This scheme works all right In
CONTINUED ON PAGE Fivi.
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WAR SUPPLIES

Willard and Baruch Differ
with Secretary Baker on
Purchasing Methods.

The administration and
a-year” advisers
ing of tha ways yesterday on Lhe
question as to how best to handle war
purchases,

Daniel Willard, president of the
Baltimore and Ohlo Rallroad, anl
Bernard N. Baruch, speaking in
large measure for the big business
men In the advisory commission of
the Council of Nationa]l Defense, in-
dorsed the theory of a single-man
control of purchases, that is, the
germ of the Chamberlain bill creating
a secretary of munitions,

In this they diametrically opposed
the judgment of Secretary of War
Baker, who contends that no such
radical change is necessary. Mr.
Willard, who is chairman of the ad-
visory commission, testifying be-
fore the Senate Military Affairs Com-
mittee sald:

its “*dollar-

Willard Favers Plan.

Daniel Willard sald: “If President
Wilson can give to the president of
the War Industries Board authority to
deal with all questions effectively the
plan would work."

Bernard M. Beruch saild: *“T believe
we should have a highly centralized
agency under the direct
the President. I would prefer an n-
dividual, for then the responsibility
could be absolutely fixed.”

Members of the Senate committec
felt congratulated by
ments, For the views of the two men
sanctioned the committee's ideas.

W. 8. Gifford, director of the Coun-
cll of National Defense, will be heard
today. His thoughts on the matter
are said practically to parallel those
of Mr. Willard and Mr. Beruch.

It is expected after Mr. Gifford is
heard the Chamberiain bill will be
sent to the floor of Congress.

Secretary Baker sald on Saturday

that no single man could be found

sufficlently “omniscient’” and “‘omni-
potent” to carry on the work of
Buying all the war supplhes.

“My objection to the bill,” said
he, “ls that it creates an impossible
task. No human being can be found
who can undertake all the bill asks
for™

Senator New called thig statement
to the attention of Mr. ruch.

“"He sald mo one could be found
“ho could earry through the task
. 0u propose,” said Benator New.

Mr., Baruth smiled enigmatically.

Dflers With Baker,

“Well, I ask for your views on that
“Intement,” persisted Senator New.

“I qiffer with him," replied Mr,
Baruch, still smiling, with everybody
else in the committee room.

“When I became chairman of the
War Industries Board, I thought that
& mjinister of munitions was neces-
Ba Secretary Baker asked me to
keep an opem mind on the subject,
ahd -see where I could Improve tie
system.™

reached the part-|

control of

these sentl- |

BRITAIN CALLS
YOUNG BRAINS
T0 ADMIRALTY

Jellicoe’s Deposition Causes
Public’s Dissatisfaction

Over War Issue.

|
|
|
|
|
|
]

|
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| By FRANK W. GETTIS.
| Specinl Cable te The Washington
| Merald amd New York Tribune.
| London, Jan. 14.—The changes in
! Eritish admiralty announced
Saturday and further explained to-
day are not essentially dramatic.
They involve departmental rather
than new and radical departures in
na\'nl_pulic}'_ They consist of a
reversion to the practice of the
Napoleonic wars and even earlier,
since the main change emphasized
is the divorce that has been de-
creed between the conduet of the
war at sea and the malntenance of
the fleet: In those days strategy
was under the control of the ad-
| miralty board and supply under the
contrél of the navy board, which
were not only scparate authorities,
but were housed in reparate build-
ings, =

i the

Recognizes Differences.

Of course, the new arrangement
does not go as far as that, but it
recognizes the differences of funec-
tion, while insuring close co-opera-
tion between the two branches
through regular meetings of officers
| and civilian officials as members of
a single bhoard.

While the changes mark the ac-
cession Lo power of younger men,
who have learned the lessons of
this war and who are abreast of
the times and not entangled in any
alliance with red tape or precedent,
the British admiralty is being con-
verted into a more efficient machine
rather than being transformed by
the revolutionary forces of untried
ideas,

Wenmyss Free to Think.

The position of Wemyss, under the
new rezlme, is best indicaied by stat-
!ing that he will in future be left per-
fectly free to think. Practically the
only department with whose detail
work he will be troubled is the intel-
ligence department, from which he
must necessarily draw materiul for
his thopghts,

The bulk of the fighting work wiil
fall on the dep giy chief of staff, Rear
Admiral & R. Fremantle, who has the
department’s operations under him. All
the first lobd's correspondence will be
handled by Rear Admiral C. P. W,
Hope, deputy first sea lord, to whom
also will be allotted ~ontfol of such
operations overacas as may develop
through the poesible escape of a Ger-
man raider.

The whole antisubmarine and mine-
sweeping campaign in home waters, to-
gether with the conduet of convoy
movements, is assigned tv a separate
office, under the assistant chief of
staff, Rear Admiral A. L. Dufr,

Appreval Predicted,
This newly-established, but old pal-
ley of drawing a distinction between
Lmﬂon

and malntenance—belween

—

the stop of the submaripe en JAmeri- |

tion base near Norfolk, Va. The navy |

TRIKE;

'
i
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MAJ. GARDNER
DIES AT CAMP |
OF PNEUNONIA!

Former Congressman Gave
Life to the Cause of

Preparedness. J

Ma). A. P. Gardner, former Re-
publican Represenative from Mas-
sachusetts, died at Tamp Wheeler,
Macon, Ga., at § o'clock yesterday
afternoon. Death was due Lo pneu-|
monia.

A telegram to that effect was re-
celved here last night at the home|
of his father-in-law, Senator Henry
Cabot Lodge, of Massachusetts, just |
a= the latter was leaving for Cnmpi
Wheeler. ]

Mrs, Gardner was at her hun-l
band's bedside when he dled.

News of Ma). Gardner's death
spread rapldly among members
of Congress last might, and the
prediction was made in several
quurters that It will prebably
result in a renewed Investign-
tion Into health conditfons at the
eamp,

Hepresentative Gillett, of
Massachusetts, sacting minority
leader of the House, romment-
ing on the tragic eanding of the
former Hepresentative, sald:

“it was a terrible and useleas
wasfe of a very valuabbe life.”

No arrangements have been smade
as yet for the funeral, it was stated.
At the Lodge home, however, it was
regarded as probable that the body
would be sent direct to the Gardner
home at Hamilton, Mass.

Muj. Gardner gave his life in the
cause of preparedness, He was
among the first in Congress to ad-
vocate a bigger army and & bigger
navy, sounding his warnings even
before the European war broke ont
He hecame more and more insistent
ams events in Europe indicated that
America would be drawn into the
world conflict.

It was in line with his efforts to
lencourage every movement leading
'to more adeqUate preparationg that
he joined the Officers’ Reserve Corps
when it was first organiged.

Doffed Toaga feor Hanki

When war was declared by the
United States and a call was issued
for members of the reserve corps
to rally to the colors he was the
firet member of Congress to turn in
his resignation from the legislative
body and don the khaki,

His assignment to the National
Guard troops in tralning at Camp
Wheeler brought him for & while in
close touch with Maj. Gen. Leonard
Wood, in whose preparednesa propa-
ganda the former Representative had
a warm sympathy. He was also a
strong admirer and follower of for-
mer President Roosevell.

Among the youmnger officers at the
camp Maj. Gardner was extremely
popular. Camp Wheeler has been
going through an epidemic of pneu-
monia, Aue, in the opinion of Surg.
Gen. Gorgas, to overcrowding of the
tents, 5 fault sinte remedied.

First information that Maj. Gardner
was critically ill was received here
by Senator Lodge yesterday in the
form of a telegram from Mrs. Gard-
ner. The Senator was about to leave
his home for the station when the
later telegram was received announc-
ing his son-in-law's death.

Ma). Gardner was 52 vears of age
and was graduated from Harvard
University in 1888, For two years he
was a member of the Massachusells
State senate and servpd during the
Spanish-American war. He was elect-
ed to a vacancy in the Fifty-eighth
Congress and served continuously
thereafter until he resigncd to enter
the army at America’s entry into the
war, having been re-elected to the
present Sixty-fifth Congress, which
convened April 2, 1817,

More Dealers Forced
To Obtain Licenses

President Wilson issued a proclama-
tion last night placing under license
all “dealers in feeds and malt, salt-
water fishermen, canners, manufac-
turers of tomato, wheat and rye prod-
ucts and other food commodities.”

They are required to obiain their
permits by February 15 or go out of
business., Applications must be made
to the Food Administration.

Officials of the Food Administration
explained last night that the procla-
mation does not cover the retallers.
nor does it give the grip on the final
distributer of food. for which legisla-
tion is sought.
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200 STEEL PLANT MEN

QUIT BENCHES IN BODY

‘Machinists and Toolmakers Strike

Over Sunday Wage Difference—
Loyalty to United States.

|
MAY SEEK WORK ELSEWHERE

of Union, Declares

‘William H. Johnston, International President

Steelworkers Will

Stand Pat Until Company Accedes.

Machinists and toolmakers employed at the Washington Steel and

o'clock, following the “summary™
ber for refusal to work Sunday at

|Ordnance Company plant went on strike yesterday afternoon at 4

dismissal of eight of their num-
the prevailing rate of pay.

Two hundred men, members of the Washington Lodge of Ma-
chinists, Local No. 193—all that are employed at the plant—have
quit. Wilbam H. Johnston, international president of the Machinists®

Union, made this announcement last might.

CANADIANS NAB!
HUN PRISONERS
IN NIGHT RAID

Destroy Dugouts of Enemy
Near Vimy Without
Losing a Man.

Specini Onble to The Washingtow
Herald and New Yeork Tribune.
London. Jan. 1. —Canadian troops last

night penetrated the enemy's trenches
north of Lens, near the scene of their
grealest triumph on Vimy Ridge, de-
stroying the dugouts and returned
with prisoners without the loss of a
man, Southesst of the etty British
troops were victoriouws in patrol en-
gagements, Haig reported today. The
Berlin communigque, while making »o
mention of infantry operations on this
front, asserts tHat on both sides of
Lens the artillery battle increased dur-
ing the evening. The fighting in this
seclor, while confined to minor skirm-
ishes for many weeks, is worthy of
interest, because of the value of Lens
as a coal center and the fact that for
months it has beet: virtuslly at the
merey of the British ferces, which
hedge it in,on three sides,

Germnns Raid British.

| cCOmpany

The only other action reporled on
the front held by the British waa a|
German raid early this morning south- |
east of Armentieres, in which the Brit- |
ish lost a few man,

Minor infantry encounters on the
west bank of the Meuse afforded the
only break in the extended lull on the
French front. Paris declares that the
fire of French batterles dispersed Ger-
man detachments which were at-
tempting to approach the pgsitions on
Goose Hill, in this sector, while the
German war office chronicles “suc-
cessful reconnalsapces™ in the region
of Juvincourt and elsewhere along the
heights of the Meuse.

The Italians conducted a success-
ful! operation on the Lower Piave
yvesterday, driving back small” enemy
posis east of Cape Sile and north of
Cortelazzo, destroying the defenses
and capturing material, Rome 'rrpurl’i
today. Cape Sile §s8 on the l'.a\-"
delta and was the scene of sharp fight-
ing in the early days of the Austro-
German invasion, when repeated at-
templs were made to cross the stream
and bring the Teuton guns within
range of Venice.

NEGRO MURDERED.

During a fight at 34 H street south-
west, early this morming. Joseph
Easton alia= “Brother Bes,” colored,
21 years of age, I I street south-
west, was shot in the face, directly
gbove the nose, and instantly killed
by Page Wormley., colored, aged 39
of M6 H street southwest. Wormley
was arrested.

Zeppelins Over éapital
Only Workmen Blasting

Series of Explosions with Practice Searchlights
Playing Cause Fear of Air Raiders—

Excavations Responsible for Noise.

Five huge searchlightz playing on
a misty sky and the heavy detona-
,tlons of expioding dynamite last
night gave people of Washinggon a
| vivid idea of the ferrors of a Zeppelin
| alr raid,

Starting shortly after & o'clock last
evening, uptown portions of the city
wera rocked by violent explosions of
dynamite at Twenlieth and B streets
northwest, where the George A. Fuller
Construction Company in clearing
ground for a new building. begam the
work of demolishing the old granite
plllars that seven years ago occupled
a place at the Fifteenth street en-
trance to the Treasury Bullding.

Searchlights Play.

1v, while the fifth swept the heavens
in wide arcs

Hundreds of people, alarmed by the |
continuous explosions, deluged police |
headquarters and newspapers with im-
patient queries in regard to the bom-
bardment. Scores were convinced that
German ralders had somehow man-
aged to send a fleet of Zeppelins
to raid thd city.

Others, equally certain, coupled the
fire at the Washington barracks ear-
ller in the day with the demonstra-
tion of last night and came to the
conclusion that Hun spies were dy-
namiting public buildings.

Army officers at the War Collegé
called the searchlight demonstration

| $ear,
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Eilght Men Discharged.

Should the differences beilween
the company and the men fail
settlement other employes of
plant also will walk out.

The elght men dismmissed yester-
day were called one or twe at &
time by company officials and dis-
charged, Mr. Johnston sald. As
soon as thejr dismissal became gen-
erally known the men Immediately
resolved to strike until their com-
panions were reinstated

Members of the union reporting
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon refused
to start work when they learned of
the action and the third shift af
the day, beginning at midnight, fol-
lowed their example.

Dismissal of the men, sccording to
Mr. Johnston, grew out of their re-
fusal 1o work Sunday unless the:
were paid double time. Double-time
pay for Sunday and holidays has been
the rate of pay for the mem for thres
years, he said.

Recently, the men claim, the eom-
pany, without explanstion, redocesd
this say to time and a balfl, and
at a meeting of the union held three
weeks ago a resolution declaring their
intention to refuse 1o work on Sun-
days and holidaye for less than double
rate of pay was adopted.

“Our men are as loyval a®» any youl
ean find,” Mr. Johnston said. “Thev
are willing to work any old hours for
the government at any old time, Buot
we feel that when working for a com-
pany that s making a profit o
present stand §s just™

Increase Denled.

of

the

Another grievance against the
is held by the men They
claim that sn Increase in pay was
asked for and promised by the com-
pany last november. The Mhercase
was 1o go into effect the first of this
When the date of the incrouse
arrived, Mr. Johnson said, it was re-
fused with the explanation that the
it had been made by the
superintendent without authorits

Negotiations lovoking to a settle-
ment of thi= dispute were under
way and settlement fn =ight. Mr
Johnston said. when the action

the company in dismissing the men
for abiding by the action of
union brought about the striks

A conference with War and Na
Department and other government
officials scheduled to take place lo-
day, he =aid. probably would b
held despite the sirike action ta
yesterday. "

He expressed confidence that the
differences hetween the men and
the company would be guickly ad-
justed *I think the company ha
made a mistake I am confident
they will see It, and higher officiais
of the company will reverse the ac-
tion “taken )esterday and reinstate
the men.

v

Expeets Settiement.

Time and half-time pay was
regular rate for ordinary overtune
work, Mr Johnston sald, but for more
than three yearz the men have beer
receiving double time for Sunday and
holidays.

While he expects a complete settile-
ment of the differences, Mr. Johnuston
sald that unless the adjustiment wos
quick and entirely satisfactory to the
men they would be orderd away-ts
other cities. Thousands of mackipisis
and toolmakers are needed n planby
all over the country, he, erplaintl.

Officials of the steel coanpeny 4
fused to discuss the strike 4 amy W
heyond admitting that there had scen
“some trouble.”

The company is engaged upon con-
siderable ordnance work for the gov-
ernment, it is said.

CAILLAUX LOCKED UP
ON TREASON CHARGE

Former French Premier Alleged 10
Have Encouraged Hun Peace.

Paris, Jan. 14 —Joseph Calllaux, fo
mer Premier of France, ls tonigit
behind lock and key awaiting tvial
on a charge of treason. formally pre
ferred afainst him today after mas
weeks of political wrangling over the
form of procedure.

The ex-Premier, whoe at one Lime
was also minister of justice and who
has been a prominent figure in French
and international politics for mand
years, s charged with having aided
and abetied Bolo Pasha and with hav-
ing treacherously hampered France's
succeasful prosecution of the war in
intriguing efforts to break her pres-

the

“prisoner's wife was the central

s searchlight drill,” and in- |figure In & sensstional murder trinl
timated that it was in connection | just before the war, She shot and

o



